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Fryer Flyer 
 

TOM is still working at Fotec and living 
in Fleet.  It’s been a lonely Covid year 
for him but he’s had Rob’s mob in his 
bubble so he’s visited them a lot. Here 
he’s zip lining with Ben. 
Socially, he’s really into playing board 
games now. 

ROB’S MOB are still in Malmesbury but he 
changed job this year.  He’s now working from 
home for Zwift – exciting times.   
Nicola has been drawing beautiful doodles and has 
a Facebook page if you’d like to buy.  Search 
“Nicolas Doodle Art”. One of a kind, personalized 
art makes great gifts.  Check her out. 
The change of job brought about a change of 
address too - a bigger house right in the middle of 
town. Can’t wait to see it in October. 
 

DESPITE COVID this has been a much better 
year for us.  One final surgery in April and 
clear scans since have been a welcome 
change. Recovery has been slow and mobility 
is compromised, but it’s good to be alive! 
Although Texas is fully functional, we’ve 
been very cautious and mainly stayed home 
with close friends.  No Covid for us, thank 
goodness! We’re fully vaccinated so able to 
finally visit UK in October.  It’s been 2 years 
since we visited family and we’re eager to hug 
them all.   
We did get brave in August and planned a 
road trip – safer than flying anywhere.  We 
headed for the Rockies & Colorado – details 
page 3. 

HOME BIRDS Drivers at Dawn 
ANDY CONTINUES to play early morning 
golf with his brother Nick, Les and John.  They 
play “skins” and Andy never seems to win!  
However his handicap is a steady 7 so he can 
win something with the Old SFA boys on a 
Friday afternoon.  His present Club is on higher 
ground so rarely gets flooded out so he gets 
about 4 games a week in. 
The continuing Match play against John has 
reached it’s 500th game this year and Andy is 
the current holder of the trophy. 

SNAP 
 

ANDY TREATED 
himself to a new 
camera this year.  
Its an all singing, 
dancing Canon and 
he’s got some 
spectacular shots.  
It’s hard to catch 
the hummingbirds 
but this beauty 
posed nicely. 

Bobbins and Thread 
WELL....... the will to finish all those UFOs 
didn’t last long!  It’s been a year of new 
projects and pleasure crafting.   

2 nice quilts for good 
friends who are always 
there for us. 

Still loving the lace!  How many bookmarks can you 
use, I hear you ask.  These went to my Friday 
stitching girls. 

One project that is still 
ongoing is the 
Sunbonnet Sue quilt.  
Here she is catching 
butterflies for the 
August block. 
September is “Back to 
School” Maybe you’ll 
see that one next year! 

This year’s baking 
was just cookies for 
my surgical teams.  
Now that’s done the 
oven is somewhat 
redundant!  This is 
last year’s Xmas 
cake – looks 
spectacular but 
really very simple. 



WEEDS 

 

Gnashers 

 

The Big Freeze 

There’s no ACL concert for Andy this year – 
too risky with all those unvaccinated kids but 
he is seeing Shinedown in September in a 
local venue. 
 

Concerts  Home Front 

Homeward Bound 

 

Tom, Iris and Christine 

Is this the way to 
Amarillo? 

TIRED of spending the last 2 years staring at 
the same walls, we decided to see if Joe 
Bonamassa was playing Red Rocks this year.  
He was!  So we bought tickets and planned a 
road trip to Denver.  We loaded the car and 
AirBnB’d on the way up.  First stop, Fort 
Worth, Tx, then on to a 4 day stay in 
Amarillo.  

Red Rocks Amphitheatre 

 

There’s a lot to do in Amarillo and we enjoyed 
an Indian museum, a livestock auction, Palo 
Duro Canyon, Route 66 and an open-air 
concert.  We headed on up to Colorado 
Springs through the mountains then drove the 
scary ride up Pikes Peak but the forest fires in 
California blew their smoke over and 
obscured the views.  
Then on to Denver for the concert.  JoBo was 
fabulous – played for over 2 hours and it’s 
definitely the best ever stadium.  This year we 
tailgated before the show and had a great time 
with some folks from New England.   
 

Fort Worth Stockyards 

COLORADO is 
famous for its craft 
beers so we took 
every opportunity to 
try them out. Lunch 
usually saw us in a 
brewery and as we’d 
taken growlers with 
us, we had the 
means to take some 
home too. 
 

Brew Time 

Homeward Bound 

Unfortunately, the Explorer didn’t make it all 
the way back to Houston.  In Taos the steering 
system gave up and locked and resulted in a 
75-mile tow to the dealer in Santa Fe.  Thank 
God it didn’t happen up Pikes Peak! A rental 
got us home and Andy returned the following 
week to collect the repaired car.  He finished 
off the trip via Roswell (very disappointing) 
and Carlsbad Caverns ( awesome!) 

 

YES!!!  IT’S SNOW! Don’t talk to me about 
Global Warming! February saw us shrouded 
in snow for a week with record low temps, 
down to 14F ( -10C)! Half of Texas had no 
power or water for 3 days but we were lucky, 
just 1 day for us.  We can cope with the heat, 
but the cold really got us!  The palm trees are 
struggling to come back but I’m not sure 
they’ll really make it.  Thankfully, the pool 
didn’t freeze but I know people who had ice 
on the water! 

Thoughts of a simple patio shade turned into a 
major building project in April.  The builders 
worked tirelessly for 3 weeks constructing a 
fabulous arbor, which gives us some welcome 
shade in the summer.  We can sit out all year 
now, even in the rain...........and we do! 
Why didn’t we do it earlier?  
It’s been a wonderful September of swimming 
in the pool watching hummingbirds and 
dragonflies doing their thing. 

....then Summer! 

After a stressful 
time with the 
hospital dental dept. 
Christine finally got 
teeth in May, but it 
was worth waiting 2 
years for!  The aim 
was to be able to eat 
a burger and Dr. 
Otun may be 
frustrating but he 

Those children grow 
like weeds! 
Phoebe – 13 
Charlotte – 10 
Ben – 5 
It’s been a funny 
school year but they 
got by and hope for a 
better year 2022. 
 
 
 
 

The Greats 
The Great Grandparents 
continue to thrive.   
Christine’s mum is happily 
living in a care home near 
Robert, whilst Andy’s 
parents enjoy their own 
home in Oxfordshire.  It’s 
going to be a great 
emotional reunion when 
we see them all in 
October.   

delivered!  We found the best burger joint in 
Houston on the way home and tucked into the 
juiciest, tastiest burger in town. 


